EFMI is a nonprofit organisation concerned with the theory and practice of Information Science and Technology within Health and Health Science in a European context. Its activities focus on annual conferences, MIE (Medical informatics Europe), STC (Special Topic conference), tutorials and workshops. EFMI publishes proceedings and special issues of its activities in scientific journals. It has national societies in 31 member countries in Europe. Personal members are welcome in working groups. The EFMI portal provides very actual international news and information about the use of computers in health care. http://www. EFMI Objectives:
• To disseminate and exchange information on Health and Medical Informatics (HMI) programs and courses. • To advance the knowledge of how HMI is taught to health care professionals, to students in Europe • To promote a database on programs and courses on HMI education • To produce international recommendations on HMI education • To support HMI courses and exchange of students and teachers.
Recent and Future Activities:
• 
Objectives:
The working group deals with the issue electronic health records in the different levels of development. Such levels concern the case level, organisational level, regional level, national level, and international level. In that context, the Working Group supports • studies on specification, implementation, and promotion of standards for EHR,
• the modelling of its architecture and its interoperability, as well as • the education on that topic.
Recent and Future Activities:
The following activities have been realised: Objectives:
EFMI WG EVAL

Assessment of Health Information Systems
• To foster interdisciplinary discussion on evaluation issues in health informatics.
• To support communication of experiences by organizing tutorials and workshops.
• To promote European networking on evaluation issues in health informatics.
• Objectives:
• Support of research, developmental work and education/information in the field through a systematic progressive collection of the relevant literature and the promotion of a discussion forum • To promote a multidisciplinary collaboration among the healthcare and informatics professionals on one hand, and the consumer associations on the other hand in order to pursue, and also spread the culture of, accessibility and usability. • To involve researchers belonging to different disciplines and users through the organization of workshops
Recent and Future Activities:
The WG is at its very beginning. A list of interested people has been collected. On March 7 th 2007, a work meeting, with Italian participants of the most representative research institution in the field of rehabilitation, has been organized in Pavia. A questionnaire will be circulated to gather consensus on the most relevant and "popular" fields of interest.Moreover , we are designing a database to collect and catalog papers published on both medical informatics and medical literature about the informatics topics related to rehabilitation and disabilities. Objectives:
EFMI WG MCRO
MBDS -Casemix, Resources Management and Outcomes of Care
• The organisation of special topic conferences, workshops, teaching sessions in the European Region • The communication of up to date experiences and/or references between members, including national data sets, terminology, coding system and patient classification methods for resource management and quality of care • The dissemination of results about informatics tools and telematics systems in this specific area among EFMI and IMIA affiliated members and participants to their meetings.
Recent and Future Activities:
• Support of communication and common attempts of academia and industry to increase quality of innovation, research and development in the field of medical image processing. • A reference image database for medical image processing R&D groups (RID-MIP) and a web-based Information System (IS) about European Image Processing including Groups and their current activities. • to maintain the MIP website and establish a web-based information system for European image processing groups and their current activities • To organise and conduct workshops at EFMI conferences and other events.
• To build and maintain close relationship with persons, groups, organisations and standardisation bodies
• An application for the 7th Framework Programme has been elaborated and will be discussed at the next working group meetings. • WG Wiki has been set up by Sarah Barman. The platform shall be utilized to intensify the collaboration of the WG members to overcome workforce shortcomings more smoothly. • At Medinfo 2007 a joint workshop with IMIA WG Pattern Recognition has been held. It was agreed to collaborate more closely in the future. • Cooperation with CARS, NIH and industries has continued and will continue. Objectives:
• To promote exchange of information and experiences between actors in Europe, especially in developing regions • To investigate the needs, opportunities and obstacles for e-health and to review and select from different education options for developing regions. • To facilitate access to European groups and their facilities and outcomes by students and health professionals from developing regions • To disseminate European and world-wide results and experiences across developing regions and professionals
• To support nurses and nursing organizations in the European countries with information and contacts and the field of medical informatics • To offer nurses opportunities to build contact networks within the informatics field. • To support the education of nurses with respect to informatics and computing.
• To support research and developmental work in the field and promote publishing of achieved results.
Recent Activities:
Objectives:
• To organize workshops and special topic conferences dedicated to NLP • To have personal connections with people involved in NLP in the medical domain, especially in Europe, and to learn about their current developments and activities. To develop connections with experts in the general NLP domain and to participate to related events (ACL, COLING...). • To represent EFMI at IMIA WG6; at AMIA new SIG on NLP and at AIME and to participate to events of those societies.
• The NoE SemanticMining by its WG20 has setup an interchange format for multilingual medical lexicon. The WG NLU is actively represented in this initiative. The prospective of participation to the EU FP7 call for projects is now open. • A workshop about ontology representation has taken place during the STC conference in April 2006 in Timisoara, Romania. • The WG is actively looking for organizing a track in an EFMI STC conference
